
 

GENERAL INFORMATION & CONDITIONS TO 
PARTICIPATE AS A COMPOSER 

General Rules: 

• The International Composers Festival (ICF) is open to professional, 
semi-professional and amateur composers of any age, gender, race 
or nationality. 

• Composers are invited to submit up to a maximum of 5 works in the 
form of scores and audios. 

• Compositions should have a minimum of 3 minutes and a maximum 
of 7 minutes duration (if absolutely necessary we can extend to up to 
8 minutes, but our preference is to accommodate as many pieces as 
possible so this would be only in exceptional cases). 

• . Compositions that can be submitted include:  Orchestral: works for 
full symphony orchestra (4-7 min); works for solo instrument or voice 
and orchestra (4-7 min) ; works for film or computer games for full 
orchestra (4-7 min); works for ballet/contemporary dance for full 
orchestra (4-5 min) ; works for solo instrument or singer and 
orchestra/ensemble (4-5 min); works for small ensemble (3-4 min) / 
Ensembles: works for small ensemble [brass/wind/string/voice/
piano] (3-5 min); works for piano quartet  [violin, viola, cello & piano] 
(4-7 min); works for solo instruments/voice and accompaniment/
piano (3-5 min) / Solo Piano, Voice/Choirs: works for solo piano, 
solo singer and accompaniment/piano. (max. 3-7 min); works for 



mixed choir and accompaniment/piano. (max. 4 min); works for 
children’s choir and accompaniment piano, etc) (max. 4 min) 

• The instruments available in our orchestra are: 2 flutes (1 doubling as 
piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling as cor anglais), 2 clarinets, bass 
clarinet, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 2 tenor trombones, bass 
trombone, tuba, timpani (3), percussion (complete kit with up to 4 
players), harp, piano, celesta, strings. 

• All works submitted must be original and not infringe any copyright 
laws or the rights of any third party. We do not accept any 
arrangements, copies or variations from works created by other 
composers.  

• It is irrelevant to the ICF if your work has been already premiered or 
not. 

• Due to the current challenging circumstances being experienced by 
artists worldwide, we have decided to waive the submission charge 
of £30 this year (free for students). If however, you are in a position to 
make a small donation it would be very much appreciated.   These 
donations are used directly to help pay for musician’  fees, venue 
etc.   The ICF is a non-profit making organisation. 

• The fee/donation covers the submission of up to a maximum of five 
works. Payments can be made using the official website appropriate 
page and link. All major credit cards and PayPal payments are 
accepted. This administration fee is non-refundable whether the 
work has been accepted for performance or not. 

• If one of your works has been selected, we would require printed 
copies of the conductor score as well as all orchestral parts (if 
applicable). The conductor score should be printed in A3 size 



(orchestral pieces only) and all instrumental parts for other 
ensembles only in A4 size). Alternatively, we can provide these 
ourselves for an additional fee (this can be discussed at a later stage). 
We need to receive all your printed copies at least 60 days before 
the start of the festival. Failure to do so will force the Directors to 
cancel that work being included in the festival program. 

• Should your work be selected for performance, we will kindly ask you 
for a voluntary contribution of £50 towards the expenses involved in 
performing your music. This fee will include a 1x ticket for your 
performance, 1 x festival brochure and an 1 x invite to the get-
together at the end of the festival.  The cost of putting on this festival 
is enormous and we rely heavily on funding. Your contribution will 
help with musician’s fees, venue hires, etc. 

• For composers whose works have been selected for performance,  
we will create a profile in our website and in the festival brochure. For  
this to be done we need to ask you to provide us with 2 headshot 
photographs, a short biography of approximately 100 word 
including a link to your website (if available) as well as either a press 
pack or any other information you think would be of interest  to our 
audiences or you are happy for us to use for marketing/press 
releases, etc. 

• In some exceptional cases and where works require specific soloists, 
composers will be asked to possibly contribute towards theses soloists 
fees.•All entrants retain the right of ownership to any submitted 
composition and such rights will not be transferred to the festival. 

Practicalities: 

• All composers must provide the ICF with the work's full scores in the 
form of PDF file. At the same time, a basic audio of the work(s) must be 
provided. Most common audio formats such as MP3, WAV, AIFF are 
accepted. •Works can be submitted from 1st May 2021. Please do not 



submit before that date as your works will not be considered before 
then. The deadline for submissions is the 31st December 2021. 

• All works should only be submitted via email to the following email 
address: londonmusic@mac.com.No physical copies of your works’ 
scores and parts will be returned to you unless you include a self-
addressed and sufficiently stamped envelope with your initial entry. 

• Composers submitting compositions will not hold the ICF liable for 
any claims in respect of possible copyrights infringements. Entrants 
will release the ICF directors, its staff, officials, sponsors and supporters 
from any liability, damages, or claim for loss or injury to any persons or 
property in direct or indirect connection with the entry, rehearsals and 
concerts related to and during the ICF itself. 

• The festival Artistic Director and/or panel will examine all entries and 
decide which works will be included in the ICF concerts. The Artistic 
Director’s decision with regards to all submissions is final. Neither the 
directors nor any members of the festival’s staff and contributors will 
enter into any discussion or correspondence with any entrant with 
regards to any of the ICF’s decisions. 

• The festival will be responsible for providing all selected composers 
and performing musicians with an appropriate venue to showcase 
their selected works. Although in most cases professional orchestras/
musicians will be provided to perform these works during the festival, 
in very few cases, some composers will be encouraged to provide 
their own musicians/ensembles to perform their selected work(s). 

• If a composition has been accepted to be performed by a specific 
ensemble provided by a composer, they must ensure to have 
rehearsed the selected work before arrival to the festival. Additionally, 
the ICF will provide the composer with the opportunity to rehearse the 
work at last once before its public performance. 
________________________________________________________________ 



Checklist & Contact Details: 

1. Please read all relevant rules so as to make sure you are sending the 
correct works, etc. 

2. Submit the full scores of all the works you want us to consider for 
performance at the ICF in May 2020. 

3. Send audio simulations of all the works you are submitting.  

4. Remember that if your work is accepted for performance and if at all 
possible, we expect you to attend the corresponding concert.  

5. Please send your submissions as well as any additional information 
or request directly to our Artistic Director, Mr Polo Piatti y using the 
following email address: londonmusic@mac.com. Thank you! 

6. To send your donation please contacts for further details at: 
londonmail@mac.com. Thank you very much. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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